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Growing up, what was your church experience in your family? 

Did your family go? Maybe your family went to church on Christmas and Easter. Maybe you family was at every time the door was open.

Where did church fit in in the family you grew up in?

More importantly, how did that church experience influence and affect your church experience as an adult?

[Open mike-allow people to share]

Before my parents divorced we went to church most Sundays. And even after the divorce mom continued to take us to church, at least for a while.

But slowly over time, church just kind of faded out of the picture. After the divorce mom had to work a couple jobs.

Often she would take a shift waiting tables on Saturday night. As my brother got older they began to fight mom about going to church. 

And I think she just didn’t have it in her to fight them. And sleeping in on Sunday after putting 50-60 hours the week before…sounded good to her.

It just wasn’t the priority in my home growing up. For my mother’s generation faith was a privet matter and not the subject of polite conversation.

I guess she just figured we would work it out, find our own way.

Take a look at this.
[image: ]
Here is this guy and his iPad is low on power.
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So he gets up and plugs it in to recharge it.
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Priorities! 

This cartoon hit me on two levels. First, we often find we have to unplug something in our lives before we can plug anything new in.

And then there are our priorities. How do we chose what to unplug and what to plug in?

Look I get it. Life is busy. Sometimes things are out of our control. Sometimes we have to make tough choices, and sometimes it feels like the choices are made for us.

My mom needed to work. At times she had to work 2, 3 jobs. No one else was going to provide for us if she didn’t.


Last week Joy was taken to the hospital after service. I am grateful that there were people there to check her in, get her stable, run the test and doctors and nurses to provide her with the care she needed.

I am grateful for our law enforcement people who serve our community 24/7. If we could get crime to take Sunday’s off then they could too.

But I am concerned for people who make church optional and/or equal to any other activity on their calendar.

Life is full of choices. 

This is the sixth message in our sermon series “I Am a Church Member.” We have been following along in the book by that same name written by Thom Rainer as we have looked at the biblical principles that he draws on to show us what it means to be an active healthy member of God’s church.

In doing this series it has not been my intent to guilt or even talk anyone into joining the church.

If you are or become a member of Christ Community Church I pray that you are member here because this is where you sense God is calling you to join and serve Him. 

My hope is that you are member here because you know that this is where God wants you to live out the reality that you are a member of the body of Christ and God is first in your life.

And hopefully, by going through this series, you will understand biblically the priority your membership to the church and where it should fit into your life and the life of your family.

This morning’s message is “I will Lead My Family to Be Healthy Church Members”.

So far in this series we have seen that God tells us in His word that membership in a local church is the expected norm, the place where you as a believer work out and live out your connection to the universal Church, the body of Christ.

And as such a member God calls you to be a functioning member of the body. 

God has placed you in this church, He has gifted you, and equipped you to serve Him and His church in a unique and specific way. 

But because of the diversity and uniqueness of all the members of the church you must work to be a unifying member of the church. Church is not about you, your priorities or even desires.

It is all about Christ. We are all united to Him. He is the head. We are the body who follows His lead, His vision, and His mission.

Jesus does raise up certain people to serve as leaders in His church. And as we saw last week each member of the church needs to faithfully pray for the leaders of the church.

God tells you to pray for all the leaders in the church, not just the pastors, but the elders and the ministry team leaders, and anyone serving in a leadership capacity.

If all that we have covered in the last five weeks is true, if it is biblical, if it is God’s desire for you, if your membership and connection to the church is a priority for you, then shouldn’t it be a priority that you pass this on to your family?

If you would open your Bibles to Deuteronomy 6:1-7.

Deuteronomy means “second law”. Most of what is recorded in Deuteronomy is Moses retelling the Law, all the commands and instructions God gave to the people of Israel so they could live and enjoy being God’s chosen people.

This comes at the end of their 40 years wondering in the wilderness. Moses is coming to the end of his life and is ready to pass the mantle of leadership off to Joshua.

Before he does he sets out to remind this new generation of Israelites all that God had commanded His people to obey so when they finally enter the Promised Land they will live pleasing to God.

In Deuteronomy 6:1 we read this: “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 

2 that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long. 

3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey. 

4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

This should sound familiar to many of you. When Jesus was asked what is the greatest command He quotes this passage. 

But then He goes on to add “The second is like it, love your neighbor as yourself”, quoting from Leviticus 19:18. 

6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
On your heart…in other words they should be so internalized that they shape not just the way you live, but who you are.

And in so doing: 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, members of Christ Community, you are to live such a life that by living so you teach, show, mentor and disciple the next generation in what it means to love the Lord your God above everything else. 

And friends this includes teaching them how to be an active healthy member of the church.

What an absolute moronic notion that, when it comes to matters of faith and religion, we are going to allow our kids to choose their own way.

Boy did Satan score big time when he got parents to buy into that lie!

Would you say I am going to let my child chose whether or not they are going to go to school? Would you say I am going to let me son chose to bath or wear deodorant?

No. You make school a priority because a good education is a priority. Cleanliness is important so Johnny doesn’t have an option when it comes to bath time.

You see the value of team sport and learning to be a part of a team so you make sure Susie makes it to practice.

You want Billy to learn a good work ethic so when he gets a part time job you make sure he shows up when he is scheduled to work, even if all his friend are all going fishing.

But why is it when it comes to faith and participation in church especially in Sunday school, VBS, Lighthouse Friends, Plunge Youth, where they can learn about God’s Word, all of a sudden it becomes optional, if and when it fits in?

Why is it going to school is not optional, make it to team practice is not optional but going to church and doing the things that will deepen you and your families faith and walk with God and have an eternal impact in them and the witness that will one day have with your grandchildren are for some reason all optional!?

Priorities! Let’s be honest. It’s not their priority because it’s not yours.

Yet God commands parents is to “teach them diligently”.

As a church we seek to partner with you, come along side of you and reinforce what you teach your children at home about God, to know Him, to grow like Christ, and to show His love to other people. 

This is the whole point of expanding Pastor Peter’s responsibilities as the Family Pastor. 

But at best all we can do is support you. You have to make the choice to make God and His church a priority in your life and then in the life of your children.

I mentioned that this passage in Deuteronomy was part of Moses’ final challenge to the people of Israel, given just before he passed the baton of leadership over to Joshua.

At the end of Joshua’s life he repeated a similar charge to the people of Israel. And in Joshua 24:14-15 we read this: “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. 

Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 

15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. 

Chose this day your priorities!

But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

After walking away from the Lord for five years, my mother passed away in March of 1986. God used her death as a wakeup call for me and it turned me back to Him.

I began reading the Bible again and when I got to this passage in Joshua I remember reading this; “But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

I was 26 years old, single, living alone in an apartment in Baltimore MD. 
It dawned on me. I had to make this choice, I had to choose to follow God. My house was only me but I had to make God the priority in my life, for my house.

That decision has impacted every decision since, including decision on who I would marry and bring into my house.

Though God has not given us children of our own that decision has impacted the role we take with our nephews and nieces. 

It impacts and shapes the way we minster and disciple people today.

Choose you this day, choose for you and your house.

You may be the only believer in your home right now, but the choice you make, the life you live will have an impact on the rest of the people in your house.

This is the point of Paul’s argument in 1 Corinthians 7 where he is addressing the issue of what a person should do if they come to faith in Jesus Christ but their spouse does not.

He writes in 1 Corinthians 7 starting in verse 13: “And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 

14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.”
Basically Paul is saying, choose. Chose to follow God. Make God your priority, remain where you are and God will use you as a witness to your family. 

Changing our schedules to give God His rightful place in our hearts and home can be difficult. But no other relationship in life equals what we have with the Lord when we make Him and His church top priority.

And no other greater gift can you give your child than the opportunity to know God, grow like Christ, and to show the love of Christ and their faith with others.
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